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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: University of South Florida
	Text164: Dr. Christian Wells, Director, Office of Sustainability
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	Text185: 94
	Text186: 0
	Text187: 1
	Text188: solar (12110 MMBtu)
	Text189: Most electricity is purchased from TECO (Tampa Electric Company), which is beginning to increase the amount of solar and biomass in its fuel fix. Increasingly, USF is using solar power to heat water, operate parking meters and other devices, and provide energy for electric vehicles. The USF Clean Energy Research Center created and maintains the nation’s first 20,000 watt solar/electric charging station for electric vehicles. They are also in the process of building a solar power plant on campus with the goal of making solar energy available 24 hours a day. The on campus solar power plant is funded with a grant from the State of Florida through the Florida Energy Systems Consortium. Included in this project is a thermal storage system being developed with a $3.9 million grant from the U.S. Department of Energy.
	Text190: 
	Text191: 25
	Text192: Four major building projects have been completed in the past five years. One (the Patel Center for Global Solutions) is LEED Gold certified. Four buildings currently under construction will all be LEED certified, as directed by the new Master Plan policies.
	Text193: 20
	Text194: Water from stormwater-fed retention ponds is used for irrigation at the Moffitt Cancer Center medical complex as well as the USF golf course.
	Text195: 95
	Text196: USF has replaced interior and exterior lights with energy efficient lighting. USF has replaced incandescent traffic lights with LED traffic lights on campus. USF has installed motion sensing light switches in numerous classrooms and conference rooms in both existing and new buildings. USF has installed vend-mizer, a motion sensing lighting and energy control technology for vending machines.
	Text197: 40
	Text198: This number is an estimate. The Computer Store purchases Energy star-rated PCs and other equipment.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 15
	Text202: This number is an estimate. The return on investment through energy savings for most of the technologies USF has applied is 10-20%.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 90
	Text206: USF has installed building control automation for centralized monitoring and efficiency improvement using a newly created specialized team of building control technicians. Energy metering has been installed on most buildings with remote reading and data gathering, and this has been standardized for new buildings. 
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 90
	Text210: The majority of buildings on campus are individually metered with the exception of residential halls (not under central physical plant management). Many of the Tampa campus buildings have been retrofitted with motion sensing automatic faucets and flush valves. This helps prevent waste and conserves water usage.
	Text211: 20
	Text212: USF Dining supplies 20% of our total food budget on local produce, when available (within 250 miles), that is served at our dining halls. Locally sourced food options returns money to the local economy (Flowers Baking Company, TG Lee Dairy, R.G.E. Distributing) and we receive produce from Fresh Point Produce, who supports local growers.
	Text213: 0
	Text214: We currently do not offer USDA-certified organic food. 
	Text215: USF Dining is a member of the Monterrey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch program, which creates science-based recommendations that help us make ocean-friendly seafood choices for our dining locations on campus.
	Text216: In our Fiscal Year 2010 (Oct. 2009-Sep. 2010), approximately $276,200 was spent on meat purchases for our dining halls. In 2010, 1,384,629  meals were served at our dining halls.
	Text217: Yes, each dining hall offers an extensive variety of vegetarian and vegan options. The Green Zone at Juniper Dining and the Accents Station at Fresh Food Company contain most of these offerings.
	Text218: Yes, but a number of vocal student groups have organized productive initiatives to reduce the amount of bottled water sold on campus. Student Government distributes reusable bottles to all incoming students. Physical Plant, Housing, the Student Recreation Center, and the Marshall Student Center have installed reusable water bottle filling stations throughout campus. Students in Free Enterprise have created a reusable aluminum bottle and sell it at the bookstore at a significantly reduced rate.
	Text219: Yes. The USF Botanical Garden offers garden/farm plots to students. The Green Living and Learning Community recently planted a garden near their residence. Discussions are underway to establish a larger scale (approx. 2-4 acre) farm on campus near the residence halls.
	Text220: Yes. USF offers undergraduate and graduate degrees in global sustainability, environmental science, environmental policy, environmental engineering, integrative biology (ecology), and sustainable enterprise (business), among many other options.
	Text221: Yes. USF offers 110 sustainability-focused courses and 280 sustainability-related courses. Examples include courses on solar energy, alternative energy sources, water management technologies, and green technology enterprises.
	Text222: Yes. All courses are listed on the Office of Sustainability website, http://usfweb2.usf.edu/Sustainability/academics/teaching.html as well as the AASHE STARS website, https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/university-of-south-florida-fl/report/2011-01-28/1/3/15/.
	Text223: Dr. Yogi Goswami, John and Naida Ramil Professor, Department of Chemical and Biomedical Engineering. Research accomplishments in energy conversion; solar energy; hydrogen energy and fuel cells; thermodynamics and heat transfer; HVAC; photovoltaics; solar thermal energy; solar electric conversion; photocatalytic detoxification and disinfection of water and indoor air; biomass conversion; hydrogen production; fuel cellsDr. James Mihelcic, Professor, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering. Research accomplishments in sustainable development; green engineering; global water and sanitation; engineering education reform.Dr. Mark Stewart, Professor, Department of Geology. Research accomplishments in climate change science, hydrology, environmental geophysics, mathematical modeling of hydrologic systems, water resources management, numerical and geochemical modeling of subsurface carbon sequestration, quantification of ground-water contributions to stream flow, effects of global climate change on hydrologic systems, geophysical methods for detecting and quantifying organic contaminants in saturated soils.Dr. Linda Whiteford, Professor, Department of Anthropology, and Vice Provost for Academic Program Review and Development. Research accomplishments in applied medical anthropology; public health; health care delivery; reproduction; disasters and health; political economy of health; international health; infectious disease in the Caribbean and Latin America.
	Text224: Yes, USF is associated with, and partners with, a large number of environment- and/or sustainability-related centers and programs, including the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education, the U.S. Green Building Council, Mote Marine Laboratory, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission - Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI), Florida Institute of Oceanography, National Estuary Program, and many others. 
	Text225: Yes. USF’s Foundations of Knowledge and Core Core Curriculum assessment matrix (general education requirements) includes sustainability related dimensions, such as Human & Cultural Diversity in a Global Context, Natural sciences, Social & Behavioral Sciences, Scientific Processes, Human Historical Context and Processes, Creative and Interpretive, Processes and Experiences, Global Perspective, Human and Cultural Diversity. Please see http://usfweb2.usf.edu/assessment/ge_matrix2.shtml. USF is also currently developing a Global Citizenship program based on the general education courses that fall under the environmental category. These include Global Warming: Science and Politics of a Contemporary Issue; Environmental Science: Regional and Global Issues; Energy, Environment and Sustainability; and Women, Environment and Gender.
	Text226: 75
	Text227: All academic colleges and most departments offer sustainability-related courses.
	Text228: The University of South Florida established a university system wide policy in July of 2010  for Campus and Community Sustainability.
	Text229: 5
	Text230: For the fourth quarter of 2010, USF purchased 39 cases of 30% post-consumer recycled content.
	Text231: For the fourth quarter of 2010, USF purchased 628 cases of paper rated under the Sustainable Forestry Initiative Certification.
	Text232: The USF Computer Store purchases PCs and other electronics equipment that are Energy Star rated.
	Text233: A packaging and shipping MOU is currently being established and negotiated with our principal office supplies vendor.
	Text234: USF central purchasing currently does not have a formal purchasing policy that requires energy-saving features to be installed with these features enabled. However, Student Government and a growing number of other organizations on campus have begun similar initiatives with their purchasing offices.
	Text235: Yes. All USF students, faculty and staff have fare free access to the Bull Runner with their USF Card. The Shuttle system is intended to provide USF faculty, staff and students with mobility options for transportation on campus and designated locations outside the University proper. All students can also ride Hillsborough County public transportation for free and USF faculty and staff have a reduced fare.
	Text236: 20
	Text237: USF maintains: 60 100% electric vehicles, 15 of which are solar powered; 48 plug-in hybrid vehicles; and 30 vehicles fueled with B20 or higher biofuel.
	Text238: The Borrow Our Bikes Green Bike Program is run by Outdoor Recreation. This service allows students to check out bicycles for free. It also provides assistance to those on campus who have bicycles skateboards, and long boards that need repair. The equipment includes a cruiser bike or mountain bike, a bike, a helmet, lights, lock, and key. The website also allows students to see a list of bikes currently available to be checked out. All new facilities, including the Patel center for Global Solutions and the Interdisciplinary Science Building “A” include secure bike storage and changing/showering areas. As a protective measure, USF provides bike lids and covered bike racks in parking garages. Bike lanes have been constructed to provide linkage to off campus bike lane connectivity throughout the local community. Both public transportation bus lines, the HART line and the campus Bull Runner provide the capability to carry bikes for bus ride and bike access. USF’s Tampa Campus Master Plan has laid the groundwork by containing an adopted Long Range Bicycle Lane Plan and associated policies for the construction of on-road bicycle lanes as part of roadway improvement projects. The Master Plan also contains an adopted Long Range Pedestrian Network and associated policies for the improvement of major pedestrian corridors. (University of South Florida 2005 Campus Master Plan Update, Element 11, Transportation, Figures 11-4 and 11-11 and Goals, Objectives, and Policies, C. Pedestrian and Non-Vehicular Circulation Sub-Element, October 2006, pp. 13-15). These Plans call for enhancing pedestrian corridors with the application of design standards and landscaping from Master Plan Elements 3 and 16, adding pedestrian features at all new improved signalized intersections, and providing convenient bike racks at all new and renovated facilities (University of South Florida Tampa 2005 Campus Master Plan Update, Campus Master Plan Goals, Objectives, and Policies, Chapter 11 Transportation Element, Policies 11A.4.1, 11A.4.2 and 11A.4.3., adopted December 7, 2006). The University has already constructed four miles of bike lanes on campus. Several pedestrian/bike projects have recently been completed and provide connectivity to off-campus neighborhoods: sidewalks and bike lanes on Elm Drive from Bull Run to 50th St., sidewalks and bike lanes on Holly Drive from Maple Drive to 50th St., the shaded western extension of Sessums Pedestrian Mall from Engineering to the new 1,000-bed residence Hall at Magnolia. Additionally, bike racks are being provided with every new building constructed on campus.
	Text239: Yes. As described above, staff and students can ride the Bull Runner (which runs on B20 biofuel) for free. Students ride public transportation for free and staff receive a deep discount. The USF Car Pool Policy offers discounted parking passes and preferred reserved parking spaces to employees and students who carpool 4 times per week. USF Zimride allows USF students, faculty, and staff to find USF friends, classmates, and coworkers looking for carpool opportunities. USF Zimride is provided by the Center for Urban Transportation. Zimride allows users to request rides for commutes, road trips, and popular events. It allows those with a car to split costs by offering rides. USF faculty, staff, and students are also eligible for the Emergency Ride Home Program through the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority, http://www.tampabayrideshare.org/usf.html. USF is also a member of WeCar, a membership-based car sharing program for people who are looking for an alternative method of transportation that lowers the cost and reduces the hassles of traditional transportation. This program is open to all qualified USF Students, Faculty and Staff and there are two service locations on campus. Finally, The USF Division of Human Resources provides detailed procedures for implementing telecommuting. And, USF employees may request a non-standard work week through the Human Resources Website. The USF Center for Urban Transportation Research, as one example, offers three options to their employees: 1) 4.5/40 - during a 1-week period, work 9 hours each on 4 days, work 4 hours on one specified day per week (that day must be the same every week; Tuesdays are not allowed); 2) 9/80 - during a 2-week period, work 9 hours on 8 days, work 8 hours on 1 day, take off one specified day every two weeks (that day must be the same every two weeks; Tuesdays are not allowed); 3) 4/40 - work 10 hours on 4 days, take off one specified day every week (that day must be the same every week; Tuesdays are not allowed).
	Text240: 72
	Text241: The University of South Florida is a large, metropolitan commuter campus, but maintains approximately 4,000 beds on campus. An additional 10,000 beds are located in student apartment housing immediately adjacent to campus.
	Text242: 87
	Text243: Multi-modal transportation options in the City of Tampa are limited and underfunded. However, a large number of faculty and staff live within 5 miles of the university.
	Text244: 75
	Text245: This number is an estimate, based on the ratio of materials diverted to materials disposed in landfills.
	Text246: Yes. In FY 2009-2010, nearly 2,000 tons of materials were recycled, composted, reused, donated, re-sold, or otherwise diverted from landfills under a long-standing recycling program at USF. The University of South Florida has had an active recycling program since 1994 and currently recycles the following items: mixed paper (office paper, newspaper, magazines, cardboard), aluminum cans, glass and plastics, mixed metals, yard debris (tree limbs and wooden waste), fluorescent bulbs and fixture ballasts, and electronic equipment. In conjunction with the City of Tampa, USF operates a Community Recycling Site located on USF Sycamore Drive. USF has distributed about 2,000 office-size recycling bins around campus for paper. There are large 64 gallon containers on most floors of buildings for paper recycling. USF has distributed about 350 mixed recycling bins around campus for aluminum, glass, and plastic. USF has won multiple awards since the program began in 1994. Specific recycling data are tracked and made available to student groups for promoting recycling competitions across campus. USF operates two dedicated trucks to pick up and transport recyclables. USF works with several local recycling partners for cost-competitiveness.
	Text247: Yes. A long standing recycling program has been in place for football games at Raymond James Stadium, organized by the Sierra Club of Tampa Bay.
	Text248: Yes. Composting on a large scale takes places at the USF Botanical Gardens, which also receives off-site pre-consumer organic waste. Certain residence halls also compost regularly in kitchen facilities.
	Text249: Yes. Our waste reduction goals and benchmarks are outlined in our Climate Action Plan, http://acupcc.aashe.org/cap/607/.
	Text250: Yes. Each semester Housing and Residential Education works with Salvation Army to collect unwanted materials. Housing also organizes a large scale "swap shop" at the end of the spring academic semester to allow students to share pre-owned materials.
	Text251: Yes. Sustainability (specifically, “sustainable, healthy communities”) has been incorporated into the university’s Strategic Plan, http://www.ods.usf.edu/plans/strategic and “social, economic, and environmental sustainability” figures prominently as a core value of the new University System Strategic Plan, http://system.usf.edu/pdfs/USF_System_Strategic_Plan.pdf. Sustainable growth plays a strong guiding role in the Tampa Campus Master Plan and its annual updates, http://usfweb2.usf.edu/FacilitiesPlan/Campus%20Planning/plan.html. And a new institutional policy, http://generalcounsel.usf.edu/policies-and-procedures/pdfs/policy-10-051.pdf, remarks: “The mission of the University of South Florida - Tampa (hereafter “USF”) is to educate, research, design, and build sustainable, healthy communities and to create a community of learners together with significant and sustainable University-community partnerships and collaborations. The guiding values that empower this mission include social, economic, and environmental sustainability, which promote conserving resources, reducing waste, recycling and reusing materials, finding new sources of clean energy, increasing energy efficiency, and diminishing life-cycle impacts and our consumption of greenhouse gas producing materials.” The policy provides a formal definition of sustainability for the university: “the term sustainability refers to the capacity to meet the social, economic, and environmental needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”
	Text252: Yes. In 2009, the University of South Florida established an Office of Sustainability (http://www.usf.edu/sustainability), led by a Director (a faculty member) and supported by an Assistant Director, Administrative Assistant, two paid Graduate Assistants, and four paid Undergraduate Interns. The Director chairs a Sustainability Initiative Steering Committee composed of 16 representatives from across all university sectors. To provide leadership to infuse sustainability into the curriculum, the university also created the Patel School of Global Sustainability (http://sgs.usf.edu), staffed by a Director and 12 supporting staff members.
	Text253: Yes. The university maintains two separate but interrelated sustainability plans—apart from the University Strategic Plan, which establishes sustainable, healthy communities as a university objective—that guide the growth and development of university infrastructure and its operations and management: the USF Climate Action Plan (http://acupcc.aashe.org/site_media/uploads/cap/607-cap.pdf) and the Tampa Campus Master Plan (http://usfweb2.usf.edu/FacilitiesPlan/Campus%20Planning/plan.html). Both plans require life-cycle cost analysis for constructing and operating buildings and other structures on campus. To ensure compliance, a Sustainability Initiative Steering Committee was established, and its members serve as chairs of subcommittees for various sectors (water, waste, energy, purchasing, and so on). The subcommittees consisted of 5 to 15 volunteers recruited from around the university.
	Text254: Yes. As a 2008 signatory of the American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment, the University of South Florida maintains a comprehensive Climate Action Plan and associated Greenhouse Gas Inventory, both adopted by the university’s administration in 2010, (http://acupcc.aashe.org/site_media/uploads/cap/607-cap.pdf): “By the year 2050, the University of South Florida will emit 80 percent less carbon dioxide than it did in 2007-2008 (our GHG baseline fiscal year). Beyond 2050, and with the aid of offsets (representing purchased RECs [renewable energy certificates], carbon offsets [CRTs, or carbon reduction tons], and increased carbon sequestration through the expansion of a long-term Greenway project on campus), USF has committed to being 'climate neutral’ by 2070.
	Text255: Yes. The University of South Florida completes a biannual Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventories and makes this information available for free to the public through various online venues.
	Text256: Yes. Compared to a baseline year of 2007, by 2009 the University of South Florida had achieved a 30 percent reduction in carbon dioxide emissions associated with direct fleet transportation (EPA Scope 1 Emissions), a 30 percent reduction in carbon dioxide emissions associated with fertilizer use (Scope 1), and a 6 percent reduction in carbon dioxide emissions associated with the use of refrigerants and other chemicals (Scope 1).
	Text257: Yes. Information regarding the endowment's investment holdings, performance, and policies are available to the public, per open records law.
	Text258: Yes. Our investment managers are reviewed internally for their holdings, adherence to legal and ethical standards, and their proxy voting history. We have not had any issues that would warrant any action. Should there be any issues of this nature, our Investment Committee would have the authority to take action.
	Text259: We must maintain a diversified asset allocation in order to fulfill our fiduciary responsibilities.  This requires investments in all sectors and industries, on a global scale. However, managers that invest on our behalf in real estate, natural resources, mining, agriculture, and other environmentally sensitive areas are scrutinized for their adherence to ethical standards and the environmental laws of the nations that they are conducting business in.
	Text260: 5
	Text261: Our natural resources manager as well as venture capital managers invest in renewable energy and clean technologies.
	Text262: Yes. The President of the USF Student Environmental Association worked with the Office of Sustainability and Student Government to implement a Student Green Energy Fee, which would collect $1 per credit hour (totalling $1.25M annually) to go toward energy efficiency projects and the implementation of renewable energy technologies.
	Text263: Yes. Students have participated in the Solar Decathlon (winning a spot to exhibit their "flex house" on the national mall in Washington, DC in 2011), Recyclemania (taking top spots in our school size and division for the waste diversion category in 2010 and 2011), the US EPA Game Day Challenge (taking a top spot in our school size and division in 2010), and several other national competitions.
	Text264: Yes, http://biology.usf.edu/ib/about/eco/. USF has established the USF Ecological Research Area (ERA)., which is composed of roughly one square mile of land, located adjacent to the main campus. It has been administered by the Biology Department since 1960s, with the goals of conservation, teaching, and research. It is used extensively for student and faculty research. More than 70 research papers in the peer-reviewed literature have been centered in the ERA, as have more than 2015 MS theses and Ph.D. dissertations. USF researchers from the departments of Anthropology, Civil Engineering, Geography, Geology, and Integrative Biology have conducted research at the ERA in the last 5 years. Undergraduate and graduate classes from Anthropology, Geography, Geology, and Integrative Biology have similarly made use of the ERA.
	Text265: Yes, http://usfweb2.usf.edu/eh&s/indoorair/inairquality.html. An AQ monitor is placed in the workplace. The monitor remains in the space for approximately one week. The monitor records temperature, relative humidity and carbon dioxide levels. The temperature and relative humidity parameters are used to document whether conditions are conducive to promoting microbial contamination in the space. The carbon dioxide parameter is used to document the air exchange in the space. The air exchange is adequate when it controls carbon dioxide at acceptable limits. This also means that incidental contaminants such as dust introduced into the space can be controlled below problematic levels for most individuals. If applicable EH&S will request that Physical Plant thoroughly clean the carpet. Carpet is known to harbor "every allergen known to man." These allergens can be re-suspended in the air when individuals walk across the carpet. EH&S will also request that Physical Plant inspect the air handling system cleanliness and proper operation. IAQ services are provided by EH&S at no cost to the requesting department.
	Text266: Yes, numerous courses take place outdoors. For example, Campus Ecology (http://uweb.cas.usf.edu/~ecwells/Campus%20Ecology.pdf) asks students to consider the USF campus as an ecosystem and requires them to undertake a research-based service learning course during the semester.
	Text267: Yes, http://usfweb2.usf.edu/camprec/outdoor/. USF maintains a large division called "Outdoor Recreation," which offers a wide variety of campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to both students and faculty. Education Abroad, http://global.usf.edu/educationabroad/, also provides environmentally-themed study abroad experiences in Costa Rica, Panama, and other international destinations.
	Text268: Since Spring of 2010, USF has implemented a university wide policy on sustainability (http://generalcounsel.usf.edu/policies-and-procedures/pdfs/policy-10-051.pdf), created the new Patel School of Global Sustainability (http://sgs.usf.edu/), created a Climate Action Plan (http://acupcc.aashe.org/site_media/uploads/cap/607-cap.pdf), developed a new Sustainability Resource Archive (http://guides.lib.usf.edu/content.php?pid=112450), and implemented a Student Green Energy Fund (http://system.usf.edu/board-of-trustees/meetings/pdfs/meeting-archives/2010/121610/FL%20111.pdf).
	Text269: In its new Tampa Campus Master Plan update (2011), USF has outlined a cross-campus Greenway, anchored by the USF Botanical Garden at the southwest corner of campus and by the Eco-Area (a biological reserve) in the northeast corner. These two preserves are linked by a “no-build, no-disturb” Greenway belt that protects wildlife, links habitat islands, provides opportunities for recreation, and aggregates storm water for ponds. The Greenway has been incrementally developed through the phased implementation of the long-term storm water management plan, the implementation of related landscape improvements, development of built edges through decisive placement of future buildings along the edges of the Greenway, and completion of circulation routes linking one area of the Greenway to another. These efforts have resulted in joining habitat islands, reducing heat islands, improving students’ direct relationship with local flora and fauna, and providing increased opportunities for both active and passive recreation and improved pedestrian flow. In addition, parts of the Greenway (especially the forestry reserve, recreational forest, and Botanical Garden) actively sequester carbon dioxide and thus provide offsets for the campus’ carbon footprint.


